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Fall/Winter 2012

You’ve probably noticed … this isn’t
the Inspire you were expecting!
Debuting early in 2013, our new
Cedarville Magazine will combine the best
of Torch and Inspire to provide Christcentered perspectives on critical issues
through the eyes of the Cedarville family.
While we are working to develop a
new and improved magazine, we wanted
to keep you in
touch with your
fellow alumni and
share news from
Homecoming 2012,
the conclusion
to our yearlong
125th anniversary
celebration. One
highlight came
during Friday
evening’s Legacy
Banquet. We presented seven alumni
awards and recognized one of our oldest
alumni, Geraldine Henry ’34, who turns
100 in April!
You may have heard that Dr. Bill
Brown is stepping down as President at the
end of June (cedarville.edu/transition). It
has been an honor and a privilege to serve
under his leadership, and I am grateful for
all he has taught me over the last 10 years.
Although he will be greatly missed in that
role, we trust in God, and we anticipate
what He has in store for Cedarville’s future.
I recently visited Word of Life Bible
Institute in upstate New York. Dr. Brown
was speaking in chapel there, and he
and I hosted a Cedarville alumni event
with more than 20 alumni and parents.
While there, I connected with alumni
representing four decades. Many were
former classmates, some were former
students I employed years ago, one was
one of those “Cedarville icons” I heard
about as a student 25 years ago, and some
were new friends I just met. I heard this
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common theme in their stories: through all
life’s experiences — good times and bad —
God has been faithful.
The same can certainly be said for
Cedarville University. While I don’t
imagine I’ll be around for Cedarville’s next
125 years, I am thrilled to have been part
of the growth we’ve experienced in the last
30 years — and I look forward to seeing
what God will continue to do here. As our
Chancellor, Dr. Paul Dixon, has said, “The
only explanation for Cedarville is God.”
As I think of God’s faithfulness to
Cedarville — past, present, and future —
I am reminded of lyrics from Never Once
by Matt Redman, Jason Ingram, and
Tim Wanstall:
Standing on this mountaintop
Looking just how far we’ve come
Knowing that for every step
You were with us
Kneeling on this battle ground
Seeing just how much You’ve done
Knowing every victory
Was Your power in us
Scars and struggles on the way
But with joy our hearts can say
Yes, our hearts can say
Never once did we ever walk alone
Never once did You leave us on our own
You are faithful, God, You are faithful
Every step we are breathing in Your grace
Evermore we’ll be breathing out Your praise
You are faithful, God, You are faithful

share your news
Did you get promoted? Direct a
play? Publish your memoirs? Earn a
degree? Receive an award? Climb
every mountain? Ford every stream?

Jeff Beste ’87
Director of Alumni Relations

Follow every rainbow ’til you found
your dream?
Visit cedarville.edu/magazine for
deadlines and to learn how to
submit your updates and photos.
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Homecoming 2012

M

ore than 1,200 alumni and their families enjoyed
two beautiful autumn days on campus celebrating
Homecoming 2012: Founded.

children enjoyed inflatables and face painting and had
their photos taken with the Yellow Jacket by the Rock. The
student homecoming court also stopped in to join the fun!

In addition to 10 class reunions for years ending in
2 and 7, the weekend featured more than 20 academic,
ministry, and athletic reunions. Alumni caught up with
friends at the cardboard canoe race, athletic events,
concerts, and the annual homecoming parade. Alumni
Relations honored seven alumni award winners at the
Legacy Banquet on Friday night and during the parade
Saturday morning.

“We chose the theme, Founded, to celebrate both
our 125-year history and our connection as Cedarville
graduates, rooted in Christ,” said Clara (Gebert)
Lutz ‘10, Coordinator for Alumni Programming and
Communications, who organizes all homecoming activities.
“It is always a joy to see the Cedarville family return to
campus and share their memories. This year we enjoyed
having one of our oldest alumni, Geraldine Henry ’34,
participate in the weekend’s activities.”

The CU by the Lake party was among the favorite
attractions. While alumni sampled food provided by
student organizations and mingled with old friends,
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Mark your calendars now for next year’s homecoming
celebration on October 4–5, 2013.
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news
Robert (Bob) Auffort ’64 retired after
nearly 46 years of service in the Corporate
Finance Department of the ABWE home
office. He served for 25 years as Director of
Missionary Finance and most recently as
Assistant to the Treasurer. He and his wife,
Luann (Mundhenk) Auffort ’65, have four
children and six grandchildren. They live in
Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania.

Ty ’64 and Pat (Adams) Bryant ’64 are part
of a group of Cedarville alumni from 1964 and
1965 that meets annually in Shipshewana,
Indiana, to share about life and encourage
each other.

In June, Dale Holmes ’67 received the Ohio
Water Environmentalist Association award
for Analyst of the Year for the state of Ohio.
Dale has worked as Head Chemist for Medina
County for 41 years. He and his wife, Joan
(Schultz) Holmes ’67, live in Medina, Ohio.
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Don Atherton ’71 recently retired after 38
years of teaching and coaching in Florida
public schools. He now lives in Live Oak,
Florida, with his wife, Marilyn, enjoying plenty
of extra time to serve the Lord.
David Bintz ’75 and his wife, Cindy, will be
moving to northern Spain to work at L’Arcada
Camp and Retreat Center, with hopes of
building up the sports program to bring in
more children ages 7 to 18 to the camp so
they can hear the Gospel. They plan to be in
Spain indefinitely by spring of 2014.
Alice (Miller) Neal ’77 received a first-place
award for Best Advertising Headline during
the 127th Montana Newspaper Association
convention held in Big Sky, Montana. More
than 2,000 entries were judged by the Press
Association from Maryland, Delaware, and
Washington, D.C. Alice also won a first-place
award in 2010 for a spot color ad. She is a
graphic artist for the Lewistown News-Argus
in Lewistown, Montana.

Dennis Patterson ’84 is the director of the
Canons High School choir in Harrow, London.
He and his choir had the opportunity to
perform a new work, Angry Planet, composed
specially for the BBC Proms’ main Olympic
concert at Royal Albert Hall on August 5, 2012.

Denise (Hunn) Alford ‘78 is a foreclosure
specialist at PNC Mortgage in Miamisburg,
Ohio. She and her husband, Charles, live in
West Carrollton, Ohio.

Debby (Zaller) Stephens ’78 recently
started a speaking ministry: Life’s Journeys —
“Everyone Has a Story, What’s Yours?” Debby
also serves on the Board of Trustees for the
University and is the Chair of the Executive
Board of Safe Harbor House women’s
ministry in Springfield, Ohio. She received
certification in life coaching and was
published in Torch (Sept. 2011) with an
article on the importance of solitude in your
life. Debby sings in the OneVoice choir at
Cedarville, loves college students, and loves
being “Mimi” to Kara, Caden, and Henry.
Debby resides in Cedarville, Ohio.

Mike Wittmer ’89 published The Last
Enemy (Discovery House), an honest look at
death and the hope we have in Jesus who
conquered it. The book will inspire anyone
who is troubled by the inevitability of death.
Mike lives with his wife, Julie, and their
children in Grand Rapids, Michigan, where
he teaches theology with a fellow Cedarville
alumnus, Jeremy Grinnell ’95, at Grand
Rapids Theological Seminary.

Lori Jean (Rodgers) Smith ’94 released
her third CD as an artist with Loop Road in
Orlando, Florida. Since studying music at
Cedarville, she has been called to worship
ministry with her Celtic-style singing violin and
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is currently touring in various areas around
the country. Her new CD, Presence, is all about
celebrating Jesus and what His presence
means in our lives. For more information on
Lori’s music, visit lorijeansmith.com. She and
her husband, Timothy Smith ’91, reside in
Minneola, Florida.

recent events

July 21 – Beard’s Plaisance, Lake Harriet
Minneapolis, Minnesota | Regional Event

Andrew Hedges ’00 is the author of Creative
Bible Lessons on the Trinity, a book exploring
our Triune God. The book includes discussion
questions throughout and is designed for
small groups and students. To learn more
about Andrew’s ministry, visit faithawakening.
com. Andrew lives in Dayton, Ohio.
Francis Link ’96 and his wife, Patsy,
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on
September 15, 2012. Three of their children
also graduated from Cedarville: Kelly
’89, Paul ’91, and Joel ’94. They have 17
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.
Francis has been teaching at Dayton Christian
School for the last 15 years.

August 8 – Citizens Bank Park
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania | Chapter Event

Ryan Freed ’98 works for WEEC radio in
Springfield, Ohio, as the morning show host
and Production Director. He and his wife,
Kris, have been married 10 years. They live in
London, Ohio, with their five children: Kalvary
(8), Glory (6), Malachi (4), Korban (2), and
Obadiah (3 months).

August 8 – Cherokee Park
Louisville, Kentucky | Chapter Event

Chris Brewer ’01 moved to St. Andrews,
Scotland, with his wife, Rachel, and their
sons, John (6) and Samuel (4), this past July.
He is pursuing a Ph.D. in divinity at St. Mary’s
College, University of St. Andrews. During their
time overseas, Chris and Rachel are loaning
four paintings, Emmanuel I–IV by Alfonse
Borysewicz, to Cedarville for display in the
new Health Sciences Center.

Andy Litteral ’99 accepted a new assignment
with the Navy as the Executive Officer of
Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 11
(Seabees) based in Gulfport, Mississippi. He
is currently serving in Afghanistan. He and
wife, Angela (Howe) Litteral ’99, have three
children: Audrey, Austin, and Annabelle. Angela
homeschools the children and has learned to
make a house a home quickly after nine Navy
moves in 12 years of marriage.

August 11 – Downer Residence
Chattanooga, Tennessee | Regional Event

Joel Cramer, ’02, has published seven issues
of his comic book series, Adventures of Honzy
and Joel. He is currently working on the eighth
issue from his home in Galloway, Ohio.
Rebecca VanLoon ’02 recently became the
Marketing Director for Business Services at
the University of Alaska Anchorage. She is very
excited to be living back in the state she grew
up in while her parents, Kenneth VanLoon
’75 and Sandra, were missionaries there.

August 11 – West Park Baptist Church
Knoxville, Tennessee | Regional Event
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Brian Carlson ’07 recently started a mobile
laser tag business called Battle Royale. Brian
is also a seminary student and hopes to use
profits from the company to help orphans in
Honduras. Brian lives in Illinois.

recent events

August 11 – Bellevue Baptist Church
Memphis, Tennessee | Regional Event
August 12 – Fifth Third Field
Cedarville, Ohio, and Miami Valley, Ohio | Joint
Chapter Event

Danny Dieringer ’03 earned his Ph.D. in
counseling psychology and human systems
from Florida State University and began a
fellowship in forensic psychology at a state
psychiatric facility in Georgia.

September 22 – Garden of the Gods
Colorado Springs, Colorado | Chapter Event

September 22 – Solid Grounds Coffee Shop
Littleton, Colorado | Chapter Event

Casey Foulk ’12 joined Belfint, Lyons &
Shuman (BLS) in Wilmington, Delaware, as
a staff accountant in their Accounting and
Auditing department. Casey completed an
internship with BLS while at Cedarville.

Jenna Mitchell ’04 graduated with her
Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree from
Indiana University-Purdue University Fort
Wayne on May 9, 2012. She works as a
registered nurse on a medical-surgical unit at
Parkview Hospital. Jenna and her daughter,
Grace Elizabeth (7), attend Wallen Baptist
Church and reside in Fort Wayne, Indiana.

September 30 – Lancaster Polo Club
South Central-Pennsylvania | Chapter Event
October 12 – Wakonda Club
Des Moines, Iowa | Chapter Event
October 15 – Sourdough Mining Company
Anchorage, Alaska | Regional Event
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Megan Hodges ’10 recently graduated
from Christopher Newport University with a
Master of Arts in teaching, concentrating on
secondary math education. Megan teaches
algebra I and geometry at Warhill High School
in Williamsburg, Virginia. She is pictured with
Kelly Donohue ‘10 on graduation day.

Jeremy Stevens ’05 is the author of So What
Happens Next?, published by Deep River
Books. The book was released in October 2012
and compares the prophecies of the Bible with
current geopolitical events. Jeremy resides in
Carmel, Indiana.

Paul Hembekides ’12 is the Athletic
Communications Assistant at La Salle
University in Philadelphia. He serves as the
primary contact for volleyball, cross country,
track and field, and baseball for the university.

Send us your news! Deadlines are December 15
for the spring issue, April 15 for the summer
issue, and August 15 for the fall/winter issue.
The editorial staff has full discretion regarding
submissions. Submit your updates to
Cedarville Magazine, Cedarville University, 251
N. Main St., Cedarville, OH 45314, or
cedarville.edu/magazine.
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Marriages
Angela Snook ’97 and Sean Kasey were
married on January 21, 2012, in a beach
ceremony in Siesta Key, Florida. They both
work for Marathon Petroleum Company in
Tampa. Angela is a senior analyst and Sean is
a lead operator.

Jim Sawin ’07 and Emily DeRusha ’11 were
married on May 21, 2011. Jim is the Health and
Wellness Director at the Huber Heights YMCA,
and Emily is a preschool teacher and Site
Administrator at the YMCA. They live in Huber
Heights, Ohio.

Melissa Clawson ’09 and Andrew Martin were
married May 12, 2012. Melissa recently received
her Juris Doctor degree from the University
of Michigan Law School and is working as an
attorney with IBM. Andrew is a Ph.D. student
in materials engineering at the University of
Michigan. They live in Ann Arbor, Michigan.
Nikki Overly ’10 and Jesse Bender were
married on June 5, 2010, in Quarryville,
Pennsylvania. Nikki works in the health room
of Clermont Elementary School, and also
works part time at Cornerstone Family Health
Associates as a nurse. Jesse is a mechanical
engineer for the U.S. Army at the Aberdeen
Proving Grounds.

Candace Townsend ’04 and John Nelson
were married on March 31, 2012. They live in
Springboro, Ohio. Candi is a first grade teacher
at East Dayton Christian School, and John works
as an event coordinator at Answers in Genesis.
Carrie Churchward ’05 married Jeremy
Etress on July 7, 2012. Carrie is a teacher for
Fulton County Schools, and Jeremy is a data
steward for the SunTrust Bank headquarters.
They live in Newnan, Georgia, and are
members of Crossroads Church.
Holly Olmstead ’07 and Edgar Wharton
were married on September 17, 2010. They
live in Carmel, Indiana, where Holly is a
financial planner, and Edgar is a contract
implementation leader. They also enjoy serving
with friends at a local church plant.

Sara Thompson ’06 and Brian Brown were
married on June 19, 2010. Sara teaches at
Bethesda Christian School in Brownsburg,
Indiana, and Brian is an art director and
graphic designer for a calendar company. They
reside in Indianapolis, Indiana.
Michael Francis ’07 and Shamean Trucks
were married on May 4, 2012. They live in
Brainerd, Minnesota.

John Stedge ’03 and Hannah Haynes ’08
were married on May 19, 2012. John is a
financial manager for Wright-Patterson
Air Force Base, and Hannah is the Clinical
Education Coordinator for Cedarville’s
athletic training program. They reside in
Beavercreek, Ohio.

Alex Carlson ’10 and Aubrey Womack ’10
were married on May 25, 2012, at Grace
Baptist Church in Cedarville, Ohio. They reside
in Des Moines, Iowa, where they both work
for Wells Fargo. Alex is a manager in Home
Mortgages, and Aubrey is a recruiter.
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Births
Brian ’01 and Bethany (Walden) Sampsel
’02 announce the birth of Chelsea Elizabeth on
November 30, 2011. She was welcomed home
by Christine Lynn (3). They reside in Westerville,
Ohio, where Brian is Manager of Analytics for
Express, and Bethany is a stay-at-home mom.
Brent ’95 and Stephenie (Yager) LaVasseur
’96 announce the birth of Alexis Kristine on
May 3, 2012. They reside in Maple Grove,
Minnesota, where Stephenie works for Regis
Salons, and Brent is a chemical lab technician
for BASF Corporation.

Abigail (Brown) Wagler ’96 and her husband,
James, announce the birth of Elliott James on
January 21, 2011. He was welcomed home
by his big sisters, Elizabeth (11), Gracie (9),
and Jillian (5). They reside in Sarasota, Florida,
where James is a self-employed plumber, and
Abigail stays home with the children.
Elliott ’97 and Sara (Howell) Gilham ’97
announce the birth of Ella Jill on August 24,
2011. She was welcomed home by her sisters,
Isabelle (10) and Madeline (9), and brother
Samuel (5). Sara enjoys being a stay-at-home
wife and mother. Elliott is the Director of
E-Commerce Solutions at Liebert Corporation.
They live in Galena, Ohio.

Peter ’00 and Rebecca (Jordan) Bednarek
’99 announce the birth of Anne Jordan on June
26, 2011. She joined big brother John Boaz
(5). Peter is the junior and senior high school
principal for Galway Central Schools, and
Rebecca is working toward completing her
Family Nurse Practitioner degree. They reside
in West Glenville, New York.
Jonathan ’98 and Shannon (Snow) Head
’98 announce the birth of Kourtney Mae on
October 16, 2011. Kourtney was welcomed
home by her brother, Jake Clayton (4), and
her sister, Kaylie Noelle (2). The family resides
in Bowie, Maryland, where Jonathan teaches
dialectic literature at a classical Christian
school. Shannon taught high school English
for nine years and now enjoys staying home
with the kids.
Lonnie Nolt ’00 and his wife, Mandy,
announce the birth of Shelby Corrine on
July 30, 2012. She was welcomed home by
sister Corbyn (2). Lonnie is a project engineer
at Ohio Willow Wood, and Mandy works in
Accreditation Services at Cedarville University.
They live in Washington Court House, Ohio.
Elizabeth (Steenwyk) Krol ’02 and her
husband, Mike, announce the birth of Levi
Michael on May 5, 2012. He joined his big
brothers, Caleb (2) and Logan (2). Elizabeth is
a stay-at-home mom, and Mike is a manager
at a celery and onion farm. They reside in
Zeeland, Michigan.
Rebekah (Thompson) Pitz ’01 and her
husband, Greg, announce the birth of Trenton
Alan Samuel on June 26, 2010. He was born at
28 weeks and is a complete miracle of God’s
healing. He was joined by siblings Ellie (8) and
Tyler (4). The family lives in Albuquerque, New
Mexico, where Greg is a laser physicist, and
Rebekah stays home with their children.

Jamie (Weiss) Gabbard ’98 and her husband,
Art, announce the birth of William Christian
on January 3, 2012. Brother Benjamin (3)
welcomed him home in Dayton, Ohio.
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Brenton ’02 and Rachel (Verosky) Moore
’02 announce the birth of Sadie Leanne on
May 5, 2012. Brenton is a financial analyst
at Coordinated Care Services, Inc. Rachel is
a lead teacher at DoodleBugs! Preschool
and Children’s Center. They reside in
Rochester, New York.

Jason ’02 and Stephanie Webb ’04
announce the adoption of their son, Caedmon.
Caedmon was born in Ethiopia in October
2010 and was welcomed home earlier this
year by his older sisters. The family lives in
Plymouth, Indiana.
Rob Marshall ’02 and his wife, Erica,
announce the birth of Eli Hosea on March
6, 2012. Rob is a professional counselor
at a private Christian clinic working with
individuals and couples, and Erica is a stay-athome mom. They reside in Branson, Missouri.
Lauren (Bizzoco) Migdon ’02 and her
husband, Jason, announce the birth of
Alexandra Hope on June 15, 2012. They live in
Jackson, New Jersey.

Matt ’03 and Megann (Harbough) Stephens
’05 announce the birth of Caden Matthew
on January 22, 2011. He joined big sister
Kara. Matt works at QlikTech as a pre-sales
consultant for their Health Care division for
the United States. Megann enjoys being home
with Kara and Caden. Matt and Megann are
leaders in the youth group at Colonial Baptist
Church in Cary, North Carolina. This past
year, Matt participated in a triathlon. Megann
participated in a half-triathlon and is currently
training for a half-marathon.
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Megan (Miller) Henderson ’03 and her
husband, Philip, announce the birth of Evan
James on March 20, 2012. He was welcomed
by his big brother, Ryan. The family lives in
Dayton, Ohio.

Gretchen (Bigley) Piper ’03 and her husband,
Aaron, announce the birth of Andrew David
on April 15, 2012. Gretchen is a pediatric
nurse and Aaron is a business process analyst
at Mine Safety Appliances. They reside near
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Aubrey (Furlong) Daam ’04 and her
husband, Seth, announce the birth of Callum
Danger on November 27, 2011. Seth works
for Teva Pharmaceuticals, and Aubrey works
part time as a therapist. The family lives in
Lansdale, Pennsylvania.
Jesse Hornback ’04 and his wife, Allison,
announce the adoption of Judah Bennett on
June 21, 2012. He was born March 7, 2012,
and was welcomed home by his brothers,
Titus (5), Hudson (4), and Asher (1 1/2). Jesse
is a flight test engineer for the Air Force and
Allison stays home with the boys. They live
in Viera, Florida.
Eric ’04 and Sarah (Sanders) Schroeder
’04 and big brother Joshua (2) announce the
birth of Christopher Caleb on May 9, 2012.
Eric teaches sixth grade at Heritage Christian
School and runs a tutoring business. Sarah
enjoys being a stay-at-home mom. They live in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Brock ’02 and Melissa (Mattner) Weston
’05 announce the birth of Kinlee in January
2012. She joined brothers Brogan (3) and Elliot
(2). Brock is a partner in the family farm in
Morral, Ohio, and Melissa stays home with
the children. Brock also serves part time as
an associate pastor at Cornerstone Alliance
Church in Marion, Ohio.

Lisa (Miller) Stroup ’03 and her husband,
Dan, welcomed Luke Daniel on October 15,
2011. The family lives in Madras, Oregon,
where Dan teaches fourth grade, and Lisa
teaches seventh grade. Dan and Lisa both
graduated with master’s degrees from Oregon
State University in July 2011.

Nikki (Mouw) Douglass ’07 and her husband,
Matt, announce the birth of Landon Jay on
February 22, 2012. He was welcomed home
by big sister Madelyn Grace (2). Nikki works
part time as a registered nurse, and Matt is a
revenue analyst for Delta Airlines. They reside
in Atlanta, Georgia.
Ross ’04 and April (Olson) Gilfillen ’07
announce the birth of Audrey Nicole on May
21, 2012. She joined sister Madeline Adelle at
home in Springfield, Ohio.
Jessica (Glass) Hughes ’07 and her husband,
Randall, announce the birth of Gabriel
Douglass on May 25, 2012. Randall and Jessica
own and operate Viscul Creative, a boutique
design and marketing firm. They reside in
Dillsburg, Pennsylvania.
Michael ’07 and Julie (Tullett) Parido ’07
announce the birth of Calvin Eli on July 7,
2012. They live in West Chester, Ohio, where
Michael is an engineer at General Electric, and
Julie is a stay-at-home mom.
Dan ’08 and Brittany (Herbst) Magee ’08
announce the birth of Declan John on January
5, 2012. Dan graduated as valedictorian from
Michigan State University School of Law in
2011 and is a law clerk for Chief Justice Young
of the Michigan Supreme Court. After
teaching elementary school for three years,
Brittany now stays home with Declan. They
reside in Novi, Michigan.
Drake ’09 and Stephanie (Stahl) Angle
’10 announce the birth of Sophia Jean on
November 5, 2011. Drake and Stephanie
reside in Bridgewater, New Jersey.

Adam ’06 and Jocelyn (Izor) Wise ’06
announce the birth of Weston Kent on
January 24, 2012. Adam and Jocelyn live
in Marysville, Ohio.

Chris Calo ’04 and his wife, Lisa, announce the
birth of Chavaleh Sophia on February 3, 2012.

Ryan Churchward ’07 and his wife, Kathryn,
announce the birth of Madilyn Grace on May
28, 2011. They reside in Fort Worth, Texas,
where Ryan is a middle school language arts
teacher, and Kathryn teaches preschool.

Fall/Winter 2012 | Cedarville University

alumnotes | In Memoriam

We extend our condolences to the families and friends of these dear loved ones.

in memoriam
Elleanor (Young) Hunt ’41 of Fairborn,
Ohio, passed away on July 27, 2012.
After completing the Teachers Course at
Cedarville College and her B.A. in education
from the University of Dayton, she taught
first and second grade for Fairborn City
Schools for 28 years. She was a member of
the Fairborn Business Women’s Association,
Republican Women’s Club, and Daughters
of the American Revolution and helped
found the Xenia Community Blood
Center. Elleanor is survived by her son,
John; granddaughter, Amanda Woodruff; a
great-grandson; sister, Deloris Lachey; and
brother, Ray Young.

Dr. James F. Wisecup ’50 of South
Charleston, Ohio, passed away on March
23, 2012. Jim played Yellow Jackets baseball
with dear friend, Marcus Townsley ’52. He
attended Miami University of Ohio and Ball
State University where he earned his Ed.D.
During the Korean War, he served in the
Army Counter-Intelligence Corps. Returning
to Ohio to follow his life’s passion, he
became a teacher, principal, and school
superintendent, helping to establish the
Piqua Upper Valley Joint Vocational School.
He is survived by his son, Phil (Anne), and
five grandchildren.
Marilyn (Smith) Biddle ’62 of Omaha,
Nebraska, passed away on July 16, 2012.
Marilyn received a B.S. in education from
Taylor University, an M.Ed. from Loyola
University Chicago, and certificates of
advanced graduate studies from the
University of Alabama-Birmingham and
University of Nebraska. She was a counselor

and Associate Dean of Students at Moody
Bible Institute and Director of Counseling
at Alabama School of Fine Arts. She served
20 years as a geriatric social worker. She is
survived by her husband, Allen Biddle ’63;
daughter, Amanda Toughill (Scott); and
granddaughter, Grace.

David G. Piper ’62 of Kennewick,
Washington, passed away on August 24,
2011. Dave entered ministry as a church
planter. He was the founding pastor of
churches in Idaho and Oregon, as well as
in Kennewick, his last pastorate. He enjoyed
memorizing scripture and considered
Philippians 1:21 as one of his favorites: “For
to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.”
Dave is survived by his wife, Phyllis (Dobbs)
’61; children, David ’85, Scott ’87, Mark
’90, and Joan (Piper) Henckel ’92; and 14
grandchildren. He was preceded in death by
his daughter-in-law, Julie (Gersema) ’88.

to classical, western, and southern gospel
music as well as watching old western
movies. George is survived by his wife,
Doris, seven children, 16 grandchildren, and
four great-grandchildren.
Helen (Moose) Zwyghuizen ’68 of Silva,
Missouri, passed away on May 10, 2011.
She attended Bible schools and seminaries,
including Oklahoma University and Yale
University, before earning her bachelor’s
degree from Cedarville College. Her book,
Daily Choices for Christ: A Lifetime of
Joyful Missionary Service, recounts her
life’s work with Baptist Mid-Missions in
China, Indonesia, Canada, and the U.S.
She is survived by her stepchildren, Janet
Epley, Judith Barrier, David, Donald, and
Dale; sister, Esther Hansen; brother, Glenn
Moose; 14 step-grandchildren, including Jill
’04; and 12 step-great-grandchildren.

Dr. Frank Farley ’64 of Frankfort, Kentucky,
passed away April 13, 2012. Frank was a
U.S. Air Force veteran, member of Buck
Run Baptist Church, and minister of music
at Calvary Baptist Church. He is survived
by his wife, Judy; daughter, Angela Spencer;
son, Don; and six grandchildren.

Roger G. Crampton ’69 of Alma, Michigan,
passed away on January 10, 2012. Roger
managed the Fairborn branch of the
Social Services in Ohio for several years.
He moved to Michigan where he was the
Assistant Director for the Baptist Children’s
Home in St. Louis. He and his wife also
owned and operated Lovin’ Country and
Antiques and Uniques for several years. He
is survived by his wife, Barbara (Fleming)
’69; his daughter, Lisa Hudecz (Tim); two
granddaughters, Ashtynne and Falynne; and
his foster son, Michael Porter.

George P. Zinn, Jr. ‘67 of Greenwood,
Indiana, passed away on July 2, 2012.
George was a minister serving the Lord
for 35 years. He received his M.Ed. from
Bowling Green State University and served
his country in the U.S. Army Air Forces.
George was an accomplished singer who
recorded gospel songs and enjoyed listening

Becky (McDonald) Whittier ’70 of
Beavercreek, Ohio, passed away on April 8,
2012. She is survived by her husband, Bill;
her mother, Helen McDonald; and brother,
Dr. Philip McDonald ’74 (Becky).
Rebecca is preceded in death by her father,
Dr. Cleveland McDonald, former Cedarville
University professor.

James F. Fair, Jr. ’75 of Loveland, Ohio,
passed away on June 25, 2012. He served
in the military before graduating from
Cedarville. Jim worked for GuideOne
Insurance for 30 years. In the 70s, he sang
with the Word of Life Quartet and traveled
with Jack Wyrtzen. He had a beautiful bass
voice and was active in music ministry,
singing in musicals, choirs, and men’s
quartets. He is survived by his wife, Rebecca
(Lamb) ’75, and his son, Jimmy. He was
preceded in death by his daughter, Jami.
Valerie Hope (Bowser) Brocious ’77
of Worthington, Pennsylvania, passed
away on August 6, 2012. Valerie received
a B.A. in elementary education from
Cedarville College and was a teacher
and principal at Worthington Baptist
Academy from 1977–2010. She was a
member of Worthington Baptist Church.
She is survived by her father, Frank
Bowser; husband, Steven; son, Joel;
daughter, Emily; and brothers, Jeff and
Vaughn Bowser.
Edd Sturdevant, ’83 of Union City,
Pennsylvania, passed away on June 9, 2012.
He served his church as choir director
and handbell choir director. Edd had a
passion for youth and worked with Girl
Scouts and community and church youth
groups. A recipient of kidney and pancreas
transplants, he encouraged all he knew to
become organ donors. His final act was to
donate his body to the UPMC Transplant
Center for study by transplant physicians.
He is survived by his mother, Mabel; sister,
Sue; and three brothers, Denton, Adelbert,
and Rexford (Skip). His sister Patricia ’70
preceded him in death.

chapter focus – Des Moines
Get to know the Des Moines Chapter!
• Established: 2012
• Serving: 222 alumni living in zip codes 50000 through 50399,
50800 through 50999 as well as 52500 through 52599
• Leadership: Stacy Alexander ’07, Tom ’11 and Rachel (Fleming)
Bertagnoli ’11, Patty Birkenholtz ’78, Alex ’10 and Aubrey (Womack)
Carlson ’10, Dave ’11 and Lindsay (Norton) McQuarry ’11
• Fun Fact: Des Moines was originally named Fort Raccoon. The name was
later changed to Fort Des Moines, and later shortened to Des Moines.
“After my husband and I were married in May, I joined him in Des Moines and
felt like I was starting my life over — new job, new church, new faces. The
Des Moines alumni chapter has been great for us! It has allowed us to keep a
connection with the Cedarville family and build community with other
believers in our area. We never realized so many CU alumni, students, and
families were nearby! We look forward to getting more involved as the Des
Moines Chapter gets started!”
— Aubrey (Womack) Carlson ’10
Get involved in an alumni chapter near you:
cedarville.edu/alumnichapters.
October 12 — Des Moines, Iowa | Chapter Event
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2012 Alumni Awards

recent events

October 16 – Word of Life Bible Institute
Pottersville, New York | Regional Event

Front (L–R): Erin (Knowles) Wirsing ‘02, Libby (Ross) Shearer ‘84
Back (L–R): Tom Bockman ‘94, Chuck McKinney, Stephen Brown ‘67, Jeff Cook ‘81

Jennifer (Matthews) Anderson ’86
Alumna of the Year
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) expert on
al-Qaeda and Osama bin Laden

teaching and personal ministry. He has inspired
students from majority and minority cultures to
develop a “one another mindset” as part of their
Christ-centered worldview.

On December 30, 2009, Jennifer was killed by a
suicide bomber, along with six other CIA operatives,
in Afghanistan. Cedarville is inspired by Jennifer’s
love for the Lord and service to our country.

Elizabeth Ellen “Libby” (Ross) Shearer ’84
Distinguished Educator Award

Erin (Knowles) Wirsing ’02
Young Alumna of the Year

One of her students wrote, “She challenges me to
do the work to my best ability. She gets excited
about the little (yet big!) ways God is using her
and us in the world.” Cedarville honors Libby for
inspiring students in her classroom and for her
faithfulness to the Kingdom in world missions.

Program manager with Salvation Army,
Chicago, Illinois
Erin has been working to develop the Salvation
Army’s STOP-IT initiative against human trafficking.
Cedarville honors Erin for assisting victims as well
as raising awareness to the atrocities of human
trafficking across the country.
Thomas Bockman ’94
Alumni Impact Award
Team leader for Capstone Property Services,
Barrington, New Jersey
A Cedarville student nominated Tom for this
award to express appreciation for the special
care and concern Tom showed when he was the
student’s youth group leader. He wrote, “Tom is
the one God used to show His love to me. He had
a Christ-focused mind and heart, and I always
knew he was praying for me.”
Jeff Cook ’81
One Another Mindset Award
Associate Professor of Bible and Urban Studies,
Cedarville University, Cedarville, Ohio
Dr. Jeff Cook integrates the importance of diversity
in the body of Christ into every aspect of his

October 20 – South Baptist Church
Flint, Michigan | Regional Event

Instructor of Kinesiology, Cedarville University,
Cedarville, Ohio

October 23 – Calvary Baptist Church
Bellefontaine, Ohio | Regional Event
November 19 – Royal Dragon
Bangkok, Thailand | Regional Event
November 22 – Empress Hotel
Chiang Mai, Thailand | Regional Event

Stephen Brown ’67
Distinguished Service Award

upcoming events

Technical Service Librarian, Indiana Wesleyan
University, Marion, Indiana

December 14 – Chaminade University
Honolulu, Hawaii | Chapter Event

Stephen was part of Cedarville’s Centennial
Library staff from 1968–1996. Cedarville honors
him for his continued service to our library,
working as a summer volunteer cataloguing
books. He also started the Christian Service and
Academic Excellence Award in 2006.
Chuck McKinney
Honorary Alumnus Award
Director of Food Service, Pioneer College Caterers,
Inc., Cedarville, Ohio
For 32 years, Chuck has been providing excellent
food service for Cedarville University in a dining
hall that bears his name. He is possibly the most
recognized Cedarville “personality” on campus and
is known for his good humor and responsiveness to
students’ input.

December 15 – Pennsylvania Capitol Building,
South Central, Pennsylvania | Chapter Event
December 16 – Hawaii Kai Church
Honolulu, Hawaii | Chapter Event
January 5, 2013 – SuperGames
Columbus, Ohio | Chapter Event

Get involved in an alumni chapter near you:
cedarville.edu/alumnichapters.
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Located in southwest Ohio, Cedarville University offers a world-class academic experience within
an authentic, Christ-centered learning community at a cost that is affordable for families.

Jearl Ward ‘81

cedarville.edu/Alumni/Events | 1-800-837-2566
• Brunch for Hall of Fame members
• Alumni basketball games (women
12 p.m., men 2 p.m.)
• Pregame dinner for alumni and
families (non-players)
• Varsity teams play Central State University
(women 5:30 p.m. and men 7:30 p.m.)

• Basketball alumni are invited to
attend Varsity practice
• Alumni men and women’s basketball
players are invited to join current
players for dinner in the Event Rooms

Saturday, January 26

Friday, January 25:

For more information and to
register, visit Alumni Relations
at cedarville.edu/alumni.

January 25–26, 2013

